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From the Texas State Council:

From the Desk of the State Deputy:

Brothers,

Ron Alonzo
State Deputy

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.” — Hebrews 10:24-25

Texas is off to a Strong Start in this fraternal year in membership recruitment.

We exceeded our July intake goal!

Good Job Men!

When we stand united, there isn’t anything we can’t accomplish.

Online membership is the way to go and work on those conversions into your councils!
These next two months are crucial to achieving 20% of our COH Membership Intake Goal by
October 1, 2025.
August Goal — 416 September Goal — 461

Last year we held Statewide Exemplifications to get everyone in the practice of hosting CUFS.
Let’s invite those men we just welcome through Online Membership and get them to a CUF or

send them the On Demand Exemplification. The goal is to get them converted into a council
ASAP.

Fishers of Men
Nearly half of all Catholic men say they’ve not joined the Knights — at least in part — because
nobody has asked them to.

We're calling on every Knight to follow the example of Blessed Michael McGivney and our
Lord Jesus Christ — to foster a culture in which we don’t wait for someone to come up to us.
Rather, we go out and invite our Catholic brothers to join us in our mission to something
greater.

Let us be the fishers of men God is calling us to be.
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Texas Flooding
| was able to visit Kerr County and saw firsthand the damage the 4™ of July floodings caused.

Many thanks go out to our Brother Knights that helped in many ways. Also, our Emergency
Response Coordinators have done an outstanding job in their immediate response.
Supreme Convention

The Knights of Columbus 143rd Supreme Convention will be held in Washington D.C., August
51to 7, 2025. Our delegates are prepared and eager to attend. For those that will not be able
to attend, you will be able to watch the live coverage on EWTN beginning Tuesday, August
5th, at 9 AM EST.

Ron Alonzo
State Deputy
skronalonzo1202@gmail.com

Membership:

We believe the Knights of Columbus provides Catholic men the best opportunity in today’s
world of following in the footsteps of Christ. We thus want to do all within our power to grow
the Order and foster healthy, vibrant councils in every parish.

As Knights, we should all believe this. Viewed in this light, it makes sense that we want to give
all Catholic men the opportunity to join the Knights.

Here are our August Diocesan goals.

Division 1 Division 2 Division 3
Diocese Goal Diocese Goal Diocese Goal

Austin 52 Brownsville 18 Amarillo 10
Dallas 39 Corpus Christi 19 Beaumont 12
Fort Worth 41 San Angelo 17 El Paso 16
Gal-Houston 80 Victoria 23 Laredo 8
San Antonio 57 Lubbock 10

Tyler 14

If we are to reach our very aggressive goals, we must hit our monthly numbers. Here are
some suggestions on how to hit the mark.

One Knight — One Man — Every Mass — We need to encourage out membership to develop the
habit of asking just one man to join after every Mass. If all our members are recruiting, we will
easily make out goals.
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Weave Recruitment into All Our Activities — At every council event, enlist at least one man to
walk around and ask the men there to join. Pancake Breakfast? Easter Egg Hunt? Bingo?
Whatever your council is doing, invite the men there to join the Knights.

New Councils / Reactivations — If there is a parish close to yours without a council, consider
starting a new council there. We will give $250 to newly chartered or reactivated councils and
$100 to the Knight who gets them up and running.

Frequent Membership Drives — Plan and execute membership drives at your parish. Now is a
great time to start planning and coordinate these with the start of school. Make sure and
invite your Field Agent to attend as he is a professional recruiter.

Convert Guys on Your Council Prospect Tab — Your GK and FS have access to a list of men who
WANT to join your council and are just waiting for the council to reach out. Get these men on
board.

Make recruitment a duty for all the men in your councils and we can hit our goals.

Bill Tillotson

Texas State Council
Membership Director
817.690.0556
william-tillotson@yahoo.com

Education, Training, & Communications:

“I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.”
Philippians 3:14

Our team is here to fulfill all your needs to be a Star Council. Visit www.kofc.org or
www.tkofc.org at least weekly. Check out the Star Guide Section on the State website &
download the latest version. Email all forms to the correct Supreme email address (located in
the Star Guide) & to the Texas State Council at forms@tkofc.org. Copy all forms to your
District & Diocesan Deputy.

Online training and webinars are available 24/7 on the Supreme website. Visit
https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/fraternal-training.html for the complete library of
topics for members and Council Leaders.

Our Financial Secretary Trainers have started scheduling FS Trainings for new and established
council officers, but especially Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries. Diocesan Deputies,
please schedule your live training sessions if you have not done so. David Solis (Chairman)
dsolis4027 @aol.com 915-238-8735 can assist you with this. The room needs to have
adequate wireless internet to accommodate all trainees. David can also schedule an online
training session.
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August
e August 5-7 — 143" Supreme Convention (Washington D.C.)
e August 12 — Blessed Father J. McGivney Birthday
e August 14 — Blessed Father J, McGivney Memorial
e August 15—Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
e August 15 — Form 1295 Council Audit Due
e August 15—Form 10784 Family of The Month (For July) due

September- Last month of 1°t Quarter. Re-evaluate plans and adjust as needed
e September 11 - Day of Prayer — Host a Blue Mass for 1t Responders
e September 15—Form 10784 Family of the Month (for August) due
e September 15---Form 944 (District Deputy Report) due
e September 30 - Roundtable Coordinator Form 2629 Due
e Plan your October Membership Drives.

October- 2™ Quarter begins.
e October 7—Our Lady of the Holy Rosary—Schedule Rosary or Holy Hour
e October 10—Supreme Per Capita Due
e October 13—Columbus Day—Church Membership Drives around this National
Holiday
e October 15—Form 10784 Family of the Month (For September) due.

Visit kofc.org/training to find our complete library of on demand training, where state,
district and council officers can go to learn more about their duties and responsibilities, as
well as review best practices for the daily operations of an assembly or council, tips for
membership growth, and timely suggestions for using programs to keep members actively
engaged.

Here’s an example of what you will find — click on the links below to register and view at
any time:

Conducting Church Drives — Find out what a successful Church Drive looks like, and how to
plan one for your council.

Conducting Activity Drives — Make your council a visible part of the Church and Community.
Online Tools and Resources — How to find the guides, forms and information housed in the
Officers Online and For Members portals of the kofc.org website.

Time Management — An opportunity to learn some best practices for handling everyday tasks
and long-term goals when limited time is available to manage the day-to-day operations of a
council.

Working With Your Pastor — We discuss the necessity of building strong relationships with
our pastors, so that we can assist them in strengthening and growing parish communities.

Chad Sandwell

Texas State Council

Education, Training & Communications Director
chadsandwell@gmail.com

409-656-4284
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Programs:

Worthy Brother Knights,

PROGRAMS FINISH LINE, AUGUST 2025

51st Annual Johnny Lopez KofC State Golf Tournament

Dates: September 12 - 14

Locations: Bayou Din Golf Course and Brentwood Country Club, both are in Beaumont Texas.
Cost per player:

Cost: Friday scramble, $85.00

Saturday & Sunday only, $180.00

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, $215.00

Catholic Citizenship Essay

July/August - Order Kits, Confirm Current Topic, September/ October - Students author the
essays, November /December judging of essays at Councils, District, and Diocesan Levels.
Jan 15, 2026 - Diocesan winners mailed to the State Programs Director

Soccer Challenge

August / Sept - Council Level

September / October - District & Diocesan Levels

State Level: Diocesan Winners emailed to State Programs Director in November.

Keep Christ in Christmas Posters

September - Order KCIC Kits.

November / December - Judging done at each Council / District / Diocese level.
Jan 15, 2022 - Diocesan winners mailed to the State Programs Director.

2nd Annual State Cornhole Tournament April 12, 2026 — Hallettsville, TX - Council 2433.
New format: Doubles, with one alternate team member.

Age Requirement: 13 years of age by the start of the Fraternal Year.

No Diocesan competition. Council winners advance directly to the State Tournament.

The council tournaments will be allowed to start on July 1*$,2025 and must be concluded prior
to March 16th, 2026.

Prizes will be given for first, second and third place. Prizes: TBA.

Rick Guzman

Texas State Council

Programs Director
skrickguzman6021@gmail.com
210-215-7196
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Star Council Awards

Brothers,

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”
Romans 8:1-2

We must continue to keep the momentum going. Many councils must still complete their
Report of Officers 185 & Report of Service Personnel — Form 365. We have 771 active
councils, of which 631 councils have submitted their Form 185 or 81.8%, and 605 councils
have submitted their Form 365 or 78.5%. Reuse all members you can that are SAFE Trained
since the training is good for 3 years! Worthy Diocesan Deputies let’s get 100% by August 15,
2025. We can do this. Note these forms are in our control, just get it done! You can
continue to submit the Report of Officers — Form 185 & Report of Service Personnel — Form
365 to Supreme & the State Office. For dormant councils, only submit the empty forms to
the State Office at forms@tkofc.org.

Council Audits are due in 14 days — LSAFE Requirement. Work on those now!

Worthy District Deputies, start filling out your Form 944. It is due by September 15, 2025, a
Star District Requirement. Click on this link:
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8151769/District-Deputy-Annual-Report-on-Council-Status-
FY-25-26

Meet the dates below for the Star Council & LSAFE Requirements:
August 15, 2025 — Semi Annual Audit — Form 1295 (LSAFE)
August 15, 2025 — Safe Environment Compliant —
before Supreme removes Directors (Star Council)
September 15, 2025 — District Deputy Report — Form 944 (Star District)
September 30, 2025 — End of the 1% quarter — 25% membership done! 25% Programs done!
October 2025 — Hold Church Drives, Rosary Program
October 10, 2025 — 1% half of Supreme Per Capita due — (Star Council)

Our team will continue to contact the District Deputies to maintain your Star Council status.
Let us know how we can help you! Look for the next Constant Contact for those missing the
185’s and 365’s. Let’s Keep It Going!

Vivat Jesus!
David Zeigler, Star Council Director — Going for 300!

903-926-0776
zigsr@att.net
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Texas State Council Charities:

Worthy Texas Knights,

We are now kicking off our journey towards another championship year. In the coming
weeks, we will mail out all 25/26 charity goals, which are currently being compiled by the
Texas State Council administration office.

Please keep an eye out for the new limited 25/26 State Charity pin. These beautiful lapel
pins, priced at $20.00 each, have been distributed to Diocesan and District Deputies. Each pin
sold will contribute to your council's charity goal. We encourage you to use the funds
generated from sales to maximize your giving.

We encourage everyone to drive for elite status by securing a place on the 'State Deputy List'
through contributing 120% of their charity goal across every Council, District, and Diocese.

UPDATE

Texas State Council achieved our charity Championship! Your contributions have reached a
record high in the 37-year history of Texas State Council Charities. The achievement of
reaching the million-dollar milestone has occurred only three times previously: in 2018
(51,016,562.45), 2019 ($1,005,013.21), and 2022 ($1,006,309.94). As of our final report,
Texas councils have contributed $1,036,919.58, with $12,961.79 in additional contributions
from other donations and funds raised throughout the year at special Masses conducted by
the State Council, for a total of $1,049,881,37!!!

We extend our gratitude to all contributors. This Championship year would not have been
possible without the support of our members and councils at every level. We appreciate all
contributions, big or small, as each one played a crucial role in making this year historic.
Thanks to the contributing councils shown below. Councils in red font are State Deputy
List Councils.
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11107 1T 12292 12798 13363 14339 15240 16205
1115 11758 12300 12803 13408 14412 15262 16210
11168 11807 12320 12809 13447 14413 15301 16258
11238 11862 12327 12818 13470 14425 15320 16273
2T 11854 12337 12888 13498 14473 15322 16287
11282 11885 12380 12827 13514 14512 15326 16358
11233 11868 12385 12828 13520 14549 15343 16373
11298 11897 12480 12855 13523 14568 15362 16390
11342 11805 12484 12054 13572 14584 15365 16391
11343 11826 12521 13005 13577 14617 15448 16393
11351 11933 12522 13010 13615 14636 15512 16394
11423 11837 1253 13044 13628 14674 15661 16430
11438 11978 12535 13068 13683 14679 15778 16451
11482 11580 12853 13133 13704 14690 15782 16464
11472 12008 12558 13134 13798 14700 15783 16545
11502 12021 12583 13138 13824 14739 15789 16663
16665 16820 17196 17410 17653 17812 18179 18458
16668 16854 17204 17420 17679 17902 15202 18503
16730 16917 17224 17448 17708 1791 18262

16748 17024 17225 17470 17758 18056 18277

16775 17026 17304 17432 17782 18087 18311

16778 17080 17314 17583 17769 18104 18327

16796 17111 17404 17628 17778 18173 18402

Joe Jacobo

TSC Charity Director
joejacobokofc@yahoo.com
432.638.5578

Evangelization & Faith Formation:

Grace and Peace Worthy Brothers,

The Knights of Columbus Evangelization and Faith Formation (EFF) initiative aims to center all
council activity and membership engagement around Jesus Christ. We must place giving the
opportunity for men to encounter Jesus Christ and grow in the Catholic faith as our priority.

“If we get the man right, we get everything right — the marriage, the family, the parish, the
community. We need men who will say ‘yes to their God-given vocation.”
» Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly

As the fraternal year concludes, District Deputies please encourage your outgoing Grand
Knights to take a brief moment to fill out the Cor Quarterly Report. This report can be
submitted by either the Grand Knight or the Council EFF Director.
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2025-2026 Fraternal Year Council EFF Director Submission

Please assist us with our goal of having all active councils with an appointed EFF director.
Returning GK's please submit for 25/26, outgoing GK's, please forward link to incoming GK for
council EFF director appointment.

We must make giving the opportunity for men
to encounter Jesus Christ and grow in the
Catholic faith as our priority. The Knights of
Columbus Evangelization and Faith Formation
(EFF) initiative aims to center all council activity
and membership engagement around Jesus
Christ. Central to the Council EFF Directors role
besides COR, is to work with council leadership,
especially their Membership and Programs
directors, to create Christ centered messaging
and add in a faith element to existing events.
Appointing a Council EFF Director, will allow
your Council to be aided by our State EFF Team
and Supreme in assisting your council placing
faith first which was at the heart of Blessed
McGivney's vision for his Knights. The director is
not intened to be the Faith Program director for the council. However, if you are choosing to
have them as the same Brother, please submit.
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Diocesan Deputies: please update or confirm your Diocesan EFF Coordinator.

Cor Mission:
To help focus Catholic men on Jesus by building Christ-centered brotherhood through a
flexible framework of prayer, formation and fraternity.

Cor Vision:

To aid in transforming the hearts of men through Christ-centered brotherhood. Rooted in
prayer, formation and fraternity, men will be sharpened in faith and virtue as they cultivate
authentic friendships with Christ and each other. We envision a future

where Cor continuously helps sustain these men to lead their families, strengthen their parish
communities and courageously evangelize the world as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ.

Council EFF Directors and Chaplains can find startup guides, content for prayer and
formation, resources and training videos at www.kofc.org/cor and for Spanish councils,
www.kofc.org/cor-es.
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If you have any questions about beginning or maintaining COR or how a Council EFF Director
can work with existing Council activities to incorporate faith and prayer, please let our State
EFF Team and myself assist your council.

Texas State Council EFF Committeemen:

- John Danley: El Paso, San Angelo, Lubbock, Amarillo

- Gregory Brown Dallas, Fort Worth, Tyler, Beaumont

- Jose Ramos: Laredo, Brownsville, Corpus Christi, San Antonio
- Will Britten: Austin, Galveston-Houston, Victoria

Gregory Brown

ggb@me.com

Texas State Council Knights of Columbus
Evangelization and Faith Formation Director
Vivat Jesus

The Knights of Columbus make 4 promises to all our Brother Knights and prospective Knights.
¢ Help all men grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ

» To provide opportunities for men to serve Christ in His Church including being a missionary
disciple

* To provide opportunities for men to serve those most in need in their communities and
around the world IN THE NAME OF CHRIST JESUS

* Promise to provide protection and aid to widows and orphans through our insurance arm

State Insurance Liaison:

Will you have enough income in retirement? The last thing any of us wants to worry about is
running out of money to cover our needs, especially in our golden years.

An annuity from the Knights of Columbus can help give you peace of mind with a
guaranteed income stream.

How does it work? Simply put, an annuity is a retirement savings product. You make
contributions, and, after a specified amount of time, the annuity pays you regular income.
Unlike other ways you may be saving for retirement, annuities remain stable during volatile
market conditions. In fact, each Knights of Columbus annuity comes with a guaranteed
minimum interest rate. No matter the market fluctuations, your annuity is guaranteed to
never earn less than the contractually stated amount, on an annual basis.

As you prepare for retirement, you can also consider the tax advantages, income flexibility,
and estate planning benefits that permanent life insurance offers. It’s a potentially
valuable, and often underutilized, tool for families when it comes to preparing for
retirement.

You're hopefully maximizing your contributions to savings plans like a 401(k) at work or
Individual Retirement Account (IRA). What about other investment options that take your
targeted retirement date and risk threshold into account? Knights of Columbus Asset
Advisors, a wholly owned subsidiary of Knights of Columbus, has resources to help you
understand your options. If you need assistance, I’'m happy to connect you with a
registered advisor.
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Let’s look at your finances together to see what plans you already have in place, and what
gaps you may have to ensure you don’t run out of income in retirement. Safeguard your
future today — set up time to meet with me in the coming weeks!

Thank you!

Post Script: You can visit KofC.org and KoCAA.org for detailed information on what each of
KofC and KoCAA can offer members directly.

Vivat Jesus!

Juan Carlos Carlin

Texas State Insurance Liaison
956-206-0407
Juan.carlin@kofc.org

Finish Line Editor
Chad Sandwell
409-656-4284

chadsandwell@gmail.com

Copyright © 2023, Knights of Columbus, Texas State Council, Austin, Texas
The “Finish Line” is published Monthly by the Texas State Council and electronically posted on the www.tkofc.org
website by the Editor. The publication is a running outlook of the activities, events, award criteria, and form due
dates for the next 30-60-90 days. Specific questions about Membership, Charities, Programs, Council Growth, Star
Council, Education, Training, & Communications, and the specific subjects therein should be directed to the

appropriate State Director.
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