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	From the Texas State Council:

From the Desk of the State Deputy

New Year’s Blessing
May your Life be Blessed, as you see God bring forth new things in the coming year!

Congratulations on finishing the first half of our Fraternal Year Strong!
With all your hard work and efforts in the past six months, we were able to achieve 50% of our membership goal on December 31st, 2024. Thank you to our Diocesan Deputies, their assistants, District Deputies, and especially our Grand Knights and council members for your continuous dedication to the Order.  Outstanding Job, Men!
Now, our focus should be on achieving the Circle of Honor by our Annual State Convention. 
We can do this!

Blessed McGivney Relic Pilgrimage
On January 6th-11th, 2025, there will be another Blessed Michael McGivney Relic Pilgrimage. Which will include the Archdiocese of Galveston/Houston, Dioceses of Beaumont, Tyler, Dallas and Austin. There will be Veneration, Mass and Exemplifications at each stop along the way. Please consider attending this Pilgrimage.

Texas State Council New Website
If you haven’t already noticed the Texas State Council has a new website design, which will soon be adding a link to a Store Front. This feature will have merchandise for the Texas State Council and Annual Convention Merchandise. Check out the website at www.tkofc.org.

Save the Date
Texas State Council Knights of Columbus, 121st Annual State Convention, April 25-27, 2025, American Bank Center, Corpus Christi, TX.

Ron Alonzo
State Deputy
skronalonzo1202@gmail.com
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Membership:

We believe the Knights of Columbus provides Catholic men the best opportunity in today’s world of following in the footsteps of Christ. We thus want to do all within our power to grow the Order and foster healthy, vibrant councils in every parish.

As Knights, we should all believe this. Viewed in this light, it makes sense that we want to give all Catholic men the opportunity to join the Knights.

The membership goal for each Diocese in Texas for January is shown below.
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We have always encouraged every District Deputy to host one Exemplification per month. An easy website has been set up to allow DDs to report their monthly Exemplification by the first of the month. Simply click here and input your information. And you can look up Exemplifications online by clicking here. 

We know that December into January is a traditionally slower time of year. But we need to hit the ground running this month. Lent starts on March 5, so we want to get ahead of pace before then. 

One strategy to employ is Growth Teams – for your council, district or Diocese. What are these teams?

· The GK/DD/DioD appoints a Growth Director to oversee all membership programs and recruitment activities.
· The GK/DD/DioD appoints a Growth Committee. He selects successful recruiters or sales-oriented members.
· The Growth Director and committee members form two-man recruitment teams.
· The Growth Director and committee set goals and plan specific recruitment, retention and insurance promotion activities for the entire year.
· Plan a full schedule of exemplifications.
· Identify and schedule recruitment methods that best suit the area’s needs and goals: church drives, open houses, team recruiting, etc.
· Set membership goals (exceed quota, achieve Star Council, break previous council recruitment record, etc.).
· Get the ENTIRE council involved. One Knight, One Man, Every Mass.

Employ whatever strategy will work best for your council. But sitting back and hoping growth happens is not a strategy!


Bill Tillotson
Texas State Council
Membership Director
817.690.0556
william-tillotson@yahoo.com


Education, Training, & Communications:

“Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance” -- Proverbs 1:5

Our team is here to fulfill all your needs to be a Star Council. Visit www.kofc.org or www.tkofc.org at least weekly. Email all forms to the correct Supreme email address and to the Texas State Council at forms@tkofc.org. Copy all forms to your District & Diocesan Deputy.

Online training and webinars are available 24/7 on the Supreme website. Visit https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/fraternal-training.html for the complete library of topics for members and Council Leaders.

Register for upcoming online sessions by clicking on the links below.

Trainings are archived after each live session, and can be found in our library of on demand training.

Note: All Times are Eastern
January 7, 2025 8:00 PM..........Council Officer Succession Planning
January 14, 2025 8:00 PM........Completing the Columbian Award Application
January 21, 2025 8:00 PM........Financial Officer Training
January 23, 2025 10:00 PM......Conducting In-Person Exemplifications

Our Financial Secretary Trainers are available to assist Council Financial Secretaries and other Officers. Please reach out to them to schedule a one-on-one session. Diocesan Deputies, please schedule your live training sessions if you have not done so. David Solis (Chairman) dsolis4027@aol.com 915-238-8735 can assist you with this. The room needs to have adequate wireless internet to accommodate all trainees. David can also schedule an online training session. We cannot stress enough how important these trainings are!


January 2023 – 3rd Quarter begins.
Mid-year Diocesan Conferences will taking place all month long. Check with your Diocesan Deputy for the date of your conference.
· January 1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
· January 15 – 2nd billing to be sent
· January 15 – Form 10784 Family of the Month (For December) Due
· January 25 – March for Life – Austin, TX
· January 31 – Annual Survey of Fraternal Activities – Form 1728 Due
· January 31 – Partnership Profile with Special Olympics Report – Form 10784 Due
· January 31 – Charles ‘Chic’ O’Conner Annual Memorial Award - applications due
· Plan a live Financial Secretary Training
February 2023
· February 15 – Semi-Annual Audit Due – Form 1295
· February 15 – Form 10784 Family of the Month (For January) Due
· February 15 & 16 – State Bowling Tournament – San Antonio
· February 22 – State Cornhole Tournament – Hallettsville
· February 22 & 23 – State Bowling Tournament – San Antonio
· Diocesan Freet throw contests should be done by February 25
· Get your State Award applications ready & sent in by March 1. (See Star Guide)
· Schedule Church Membership Drives & Exemplifications for Spring – order your materials now
March 2024 – 3rd Quarter ending
· March 1 – All State Award applications due for each Director’s Area
· March 1 – International Wheelchair Day.
· March 1 – Educational Grant Application Due
· March 8– State Basketball Freethrow – San Antonio – State per capita MUST be paid
· to participate
· March 15 – Form 10784 Family of the Month (for February) due
· March 29 – Founder’s Day
· Conduct Church Membership Drives & Exemplifications
***Elect State Convention Delegates & fill out all forms for State Convention


Chad Sandwell
Texas State Council
Education, Training & Communications Director
chadsandwell@gmail.com
409-656-4284


Programs:
Worthy Brother Knights,

This is an update on Programs across the State of Texas:

MIDYEAR MEETING – December 2024
The State Programs Team delivered some awesome training sessions with all the Dioceses, during the Mid-Year Meeting.  Plenty of information was shared and great interactions were experienced.
During the Mid-Year Meeting, KofC License Plate State Chairman Dan Stoffel sold KofC LP Frames and Magnets. 52 frames were sold for $20 each for a total of $1,040.00 and 8 KofC magnets were sold for $20 each for a total of $160.00, for a Grand Total of $1,200.00.              A check will be sent to the State Charities at the State Council for $1,200.00

SILVER ROSE CEREMONY & TRANSFER TO MEXICO
On December 10th the Silver Rose Ceremony was held at the San Agustin Cathedral in Laredo Texas. After the Ceremony a designated Silver Rose, and Prayer Petitions were escorted from the Cathedral to the mid-way point of the Laredo International Bridge by the Priest, several Knights of Columbus Dignitaries, Brother Knights, and their Ladies and turned over to the Priest and our brother Knights from Mexico.

Dignitaries Present were as Follows:
Supreme Master, Michael McCusker
Vice Supreme Master, Pat Conway
Supreme Director, Alfredo Vela

State Deputy, Ron Alonzo
State Treasurer, Derek Rabey
State Warden, Reed Fontenot
Immediate Past State Deputy, Terry Fruge
State Programs, Director Rick Guzman
State Silver Rose Chairman, Edvardo Garcia

All the 4th Degree District Masters

Special thanks to Diocesan Deputy Tony Gonzalez, Grand Knight & Silver Rose Team Leader Julian Luna.  All Color Corps members, Knights on Bikes and all those who assisted in making this event possible.

SOCCER CHALLENGE WINNERS 

I received all the Diocesan Soccer Challenge Winners, I tallied up all the results on Christmas Day, and the State winners have been documented. I will forward the State Winners to the Office of the State Deputy, the State Deputy and to Supreme.

I have been receiving questions on both the Essay Contest and the Poster Contest as well.

Rick Guzman
Texas State Council
Programs Director
skrickguzman6021@gmail.com
210-215-7196


Star Council Awards

Brothers,

"Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you. Ponder the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure. Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot away from evil" Proverbs 4:25-27

Happy New Year! We are halfway done with the Fraternal Year!  Are you at least 50% of your goals for Star Council? 

Work on your Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity - Form 1728 (Star Council). Have it completed by the latest on January 31, 2025.  Supreme will accept them now! Semi-Annual Audit – From 1295b is due by February 15, 2025 (LSAFE). Again, Supreme will accept them before the due date.

Safe Environment needs to be complete. This is a fixable problem within your Council.  You control the process of getting compliant.  If you missed the deadline, simply resubmit the Form 365 to restart the time clock. This is a Star Council Requirement!  Worthy Diocesan Deputies, encourage your Diocese to be 100% Safe Environment Compliant.

Meet the dates below for the Star Council & LSAFE Requirements:
January – Diocesan Conferences – make an effort to attend!
January 31, 2025 – Fraternal Annual Survey – Form 1728 Due – Star Council
January 31, 2025 – From 10784 – Special Olympics - LSAFE 
February 15, 2025 – Form 1295b – Council Audit Due LSAFE
March 1, 2025 – State Program Award, Family of Year, or Chaplain of the Year Applications due - LSAFED

Do not think it is too late to earn Star Council.  You still have plenty of time. Our team will continue to contact the District Deputies to maintain your Star Council status. Please note the Due Date is the last date for Submission.  You can submit all forms earlier than the Due Date. Let us know how we can help you!  Keep your eyes forward and stay straight! You will be a Star Council!

Vivat Jesus!

David Zeigler, Star Council Director
903-926-0776
zigsr@att.net


Texas State Council Charities:

Cheers to 2025!

Worthy Texas Knights,
May this new year bring health, happiness and endless love to you and your families.
As we cheer in the new year, we celebrate the first six months of our fraternal year. Cheers to all the good we have done in our communities in the name of charity!
Currently, many are focusing on improving their health and well-being. The next six months will be crucial to the health of the Texas State Council as well. We plan to finish strong and set the momentum for the next fraternal year.
The Texas State Council Charity team requests that you use this time of year to plan to support our sponsored major programs.



Texas Special Olympics
If you know a brother in your area who excels in helping with the Special Olympics, consider nominating him for the Chick O'Connor Memorial Award. This award is for an individual at the TSC convention who demonstrates leadership, volunteerism, fundraising, and community involvement. The nomination form is available at www.tkofc.org.
Every council must submit Form #10784 to report activities with the Special Olympics, including donated manpower or financial contributions. Councils participating in state charity goals may report 2.5% of the donated charity amount. Forms are due to Supreme by January 31st, please send copies of completed forms to Texas State Council mailto:forms@tkofc.org.

Cardinal Medeiros Fund and Educational Grants
Purchase a new fellowship, valued at $1,000, for someone special to add to the trust fund principle that provide grants for our Catholic Schools and our children or grandchildren attending an institution of higher learning or trade school. Encourage them to apply by March 1st. Applications and instructions can be found on the TSC website or contact Chair and Co-chair, Leo Saenz, or Ken Orze.

The American Wheelchair Mission
Plan to purchase one wheelchair ($150) per council. Increase Wheelchair Sundays by introducing the mission to new communities in your area. Contact our Chair and Co-Chairman Bill Weber and Brian Nelson to get you scheduled soon! The Diocesan Wheelchair point of contact or Diocesan Deputy can also provide more information.

The Bishop Thomas J. Flanagan Fund for retired and infirmed Priest
Become a supporter by acquiring the TSC License Plate when you renew your vehicle registration. You can also show support by purchasing the all new TSCC Bumper Magnet for your auto, home, or shop. Contact Dan Stoffel for your TSCC Bumper Magnet and info.

TSC Emergency Response
Familiarize yourself with your Diocesan Emergency Response Coordinator (ERC) and as a council, appoint a local ERC. The ERC should conduct local training and establish various communication methods with others. The TSC recommends budgeting $500 for a local emergency.

Thank you, Texas Knights, for all that you do in your communities and contributing to the success of the Texas State Council!

Joe Jacobo
TSC Charity Director
joejacobokofc@yahoo.com
432.638.5578


Evangelization & Faith Formation:

Grace and Peace Worthy Brothers,

Merry Christmas Brothers, as we continue to celebrate the Christmas season until we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, it is a great time to share the gift of Cor with the men of your Parish.
In this new year, let our State EFF Team assist you in beginning Cor at your Parish. Learn how to start Cor:
CLICK HERE TO WATCH
Start here by taking a look at setting a firm foundation for the future of Cor for your council and parish, building a leadership team, and the basics to start Cor that will ensure consistency and long term engagement

“If we get the man right, we get everything right – the marriage, the family, the parish, the community. We need men who will say ‘yes’ to their God-given vocation.”
Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly

The Knights of Columbus Evangelization and Faith Formation (EFF) initiative aims to center all council activity and membership engagement around Jesus Christ. We must place giving the opportunity for men to encounter Jesus Christ and grow in the Catholic faith as our first priority.

Help us in our goal to have 100% of active councils with an appointed Council EFF Director. Grand Knights, if you have yet to do so, please submitted a Council EFF Director. The Evangelization and Faith Formation director is separate from the Faith Program director for the council.
The Council EFF Director will be an active fraternal leader in your council beyond COR, assisting to further "unite members in their Catholic identity and the practice of their Catholic faith."(KofC CC&L Section 2 (g)). Part of the Council EFF Directors role besides COR, is to work with council leadership, especially their Membership and Programs directors, to create Christ centered messaging and add in a faith element to existing events. Appointing a Council EFF Director, will allow them to be aided by our State Team and Supreme in assisting your council with this great mission which was at the heart of Blessed McGivney's vision for his Knights.

District Deputies, please continue to encourage your Grand Knights to appoint a Council EFF Director. We need to strive to have every active council have an appointed EFF Director.

Council EFF Directors and Chaplains can find startup guides, content for prayer and formation, resources and training videos at www.kofc.org/cor and for Spanish councils, www.kofc.org/cor-es. 

If you have any questions about beginning or maintaining COR or how a Council EFF Director can work with existing Council activities to incorporate faith and prayer, please let our State EFF Team and myself assist your council. 

Texas State Council EFF Committeemen:
John Danley: El Paso, San Angelo, Lubbock, Amarillo
John Plote: Dallas, Fort Worth, Tyler, Beaumont
-  Jose Ramos: Laredo, Brownsville, Corpus Christi, San Antonio
-  Will Britten: Austin, Galveston-Houston, Victoria

The Knights of Columbus make 4 promises to all our Brother Knights and prospective Knights. 
• Help all men grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ
• To provide opportunities for men to serve Christ in His Church including being a missionary disciple
• To provide opportunities for men to serve those most in need in their communities and around the world IN THE NAME OF CHRIST JESUS
• Promise to provide protection and aid to widows and orphans through our insurance arm

Gregory Brown
Texas State Council Knights of Columbus
Evangelization and Faith Formation Director
Vivat Jesus!
gbb@me.com
940.247.1721
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Division 2
Diocese Goal Diocese Goal Diocese | Goal
Austin 29 Beaumont 1 Amarillo 4
Dallas 34 Brownsville 8 ElPaso 1
FortWorth 27 Corpus Christi 8 Laredo 9
Gal-Houston 53 San Angelo 1 Lubbock 4
San Antonio 42 Victoria 8 Tyler 7
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